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RAYS OF SUNSHINE

Indian Ocean destinations have upped their game, offeri
not just sun, sea and sand but also myriad new properties
and exciting ecological, cultural and dining experiences

Plus: the TTG Luxury Travel Awards are back for 2026; life as a
Iuxury travel advisor; how to build client loyalty; sailing on some
of the finest luxury cruise ships; selling safaris; Italy
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Indian
summer

The Maldives is still the luxury beach favourite
in the Indian Ocean but is facing competition

from Mauritius, the Seychelles and Sri Lanka
AUTHOR: ROB GILL
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GLENROSS LIVING

Indian Ocean

espite the headwinds of recent
stormy weather and the steep price of direct
flights from the UK, the Maldives continues to
ride high as one of the top luxury destinations
for well-heeled British holidaymakers.

Arrival figures show nearly 100,000 Britons
visited the Maldives in the first five months of
the year, which represents an increase of around
15% on the same period of last year.

Operators agree the Maldives has lost none
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In the know
Find what your client is looking for with these six itineraries

BEST FOR DIVERS - MALDIVES

What: The Maldives is one of the world's leading diving destinations with
crystal-clear waters and abundant marine life.

Where/Why: Avani+ Fares Maldives Resort in the Baa Atoll is hosting a
Padi Aware week for guests in September where guests can take partina
range of aqua-based activities, including a manta ray awareness course
to celebrate World Manta Day and a Dive Against Debris session teaching
participants how to safely collect underwater debris. More adventurous
divers can challenge themselves during freediving and breathwork
workshops with freediving world record holder Hani Prinsloo.

How much: Rates start at £366 per room per night on an all-inclusive basis,
avanihotels.com

BEST FOR FAMILIES - MALDIVES

What: Long the reserve of honeymooners and couples, the Maldives now
has much more to offer families too, with many resorts offering kids’ clubs
and more family-orientated activities.

Where/Why: Kandima Maldives on Dhaalu Atoll is going one step further
with its Summer Kamp, running to 7 September, offering a range of activities
to children of all ages including workshops, watersports, art sessions, beach
games and cultural experiences. Highlights include DJ sessions and kart
racing. The resort is also due to open a PlaySpace for teens later this year
with bowling, VR gaming, arcade game zone and karaoke on offer. Elsewhere,
“gentle” treatments for kids are available at the EsKape Spa.

How much: Studios catering for two adults and two children are priced from
£183 per night with breakfast, kandima.com
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BEST FOR GOLF - MAURITIUS

What: The region's islands aren’t the most obvious choice for a thriving golf
scene but Mauritius has been establishing itself as a hotspot for the sport, with
over a dozen courses, including championship-level venues.

Where/Why: Golf enthusiasts will have three different courses to choose
from when staying at Heritage Resorts & Golf, located in the 2,500-hectare
Domaine de Bel Ombre in southern Mauritius. There are two championship
18-hole courses - Le Chateau Golf Course and La Reserve Golf Links — as well
as a shorter nine-hole par three course and a Leadbetter Golf Academy to help
guests to improve their play.

How much: Prices at Heritage Le Telfair start at £201 per night for a Deluxe
Suite for two adults with breakfast in September, heritageresorts.mu

BEST FOR WELLNESS - SRI LANKA

What: The Indian Ocean is a great region for a wellness-orientated break,
with Sri Lanka particularly stepping up its game.

Where/Why: Glenross Living, a 10-room retreat located in a tea, rubber
and cinnamon estate in the pristine Kalutara Highlands, promotes itself
as offering “a haven of peace’, with activities designed to offer guests

“a holistic, practical approach to healthy living”. The hotel’s team of
experts focus on nutrition, fitness, mindfulness and community to create
customised programmes for guests, including spa treatments, organic
meals and mindful practices, with experienced Indian yogis teaching
classical and contemporary yoga.

How much: Rates at Glenross Living start at $550 (£400) per room per night
on a half-board basis, glenrossliving.com
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BEST FOR TOURING - SRI LANKA

What: When it comes to touring, Sri Lanka is the obvious choice in the
Indian Ocean with its many historic and cultural sites, natural wonders and
fascinating wildlife.

Where/Why: Highlights of most Sri Lanka trips include the Unesco World
Heritage Site of Anuradhapura, climbing up to Sigiriya Rock Fortress, visiting
Kandy and the Temple of the Tooth, and touring through spectacular tea
plantations. Elephants and leopards top the list of the island’s must-see
wildlife in the national parks.

How much: Experience Travel Group's 17-day Digital Detox tour of Sri
Lanka is priced from £5,300pp including chauffeur-guide but excluding
international flights, experiencetravelgroup.com

BEST FOR RESPONSIBLE TRAVELLERS - SEYCHELLES
What: Sustainability has become one of the key elements of the Seychelles’
tourism strategy, and there's plenty to engage and educate visitors on an
island-hopping tour.

Where/Why: A multitude of hiking and adventure options await for
visitors wanting to experience more than just “fly and flop” on the beach

— particularly on the islands of Mahe, Praslin and La Digue. There are
opportunities to spot some of the region’s abundant wildlife including
turtles, whale sharks, giant tortoises and endemic bird species such as
the rare black parrot. Guests can also learn about the Seychelles’ many
conservation projects or even lend a hand themselves.

How much: An 11-day island-hopping itinerary with Audley Travel is priced
from £3,610pp including flights, audleytravel.com
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